THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
First Secretary into the presence of Abd-ul-
Hamid. He? the arch-conspirator, he for whom
simple soldiers had been shot down by their
countrymen forty-eight hours earlier, emphati-
cally protested his innocence of all share in the
recent reaction. Yet, at last, he was talking to
deaf ears, A maxim gun, mounted on a motor-
car, commanded the gate of Yildiz at short
range, and a guard of Salonika troops held the
grounds, so that there was safety in the lion's
den. As a matter of fact, the Sheikh-ul-Islam
had already written out the fetva of deposition,
aftd Ahmed Kiza had quietly appropriated the
historic pen, with the ink still wet upon it.
On the Tuesday, a deputation of deputies went
to Yildiz and informed Abd-ul-Hamid that he
was no longer Padishah. The Chamber had
originally named only Mohammedan deputies,
but one at any rate of these begged to be
excused, and his place was readily taken by
Carasso Effendi, the deputy for Salonika. In
this, and perhaps also in the presence among
their number of an Albanian (from Northern
Albania, always regarded as a stronghold of
loyalty to the "Shadow of God"), there was a
peculiar appropriateness, which, we may be sure,
was not missed by the sardonic humour of the
fallen tyrant.
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